Clinical, laboratory, and radiographic assessments.
Version 2 of the Arthritis Impact Measurement Scale (AIMS2), together with the Medical Outcomes Study 36-Item Short Form Health Survey provide two state-of-the-art health-status instruments. The Medical Outcomes Study can be used in all illnesses, including rheumatic diseases. The AIMS2 incorporates new items concerning work status, satisfaction, attribution of problems to arthritis, and self-designation of priority areas for improvement. Measure of osteoarthritis and ankylosing spondylitis and review of the measures used to assess these illnesses were comprehensively evaluated, and data on reliability, sensitivity to change, sample size, and clinically significant change were provided this year, supplying an invaluable resource for trialists and clinicians.